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and by the narrowest margin, it won the race. On
the first day of November the Duke of Aosta was in
position on the western bank, with the river roaring
in flood between him and his pursuers. The race
had been won, but it was a shattered remnant of
Cadorna's armies which drew breath after their week
of torment. The enemy claimed 200,000 prisoners
and 1,800 guns, and his claim was not far from the
truth. He seemed on the eve of a decisive victory.

The Third Army's retreat was one of those per-
formances in war which succeed against crazy odds,
and which, consequently, we call inexplicable. It
made an Italian stand possible, and deprived the
enemy of the crowning triumph which he almost
held in his hands. Perhaps the greatest glory of all
was won by the cavalry, troops like the Novara
Lancers and the Genoa Dragoons, some of the finest
horsemen in Europe, who again and again charged
the enemy and sacrificed themselves with cheerful-
ness that the retreat might win half an hour's respite.
Said one colonel to his officers : " The canaille have
betrayed our country's honour ; now we, the gentle-
men of Italy, will save it," and wheeled his squadrons
into the jaws of death.

By the 10th Cadorna was everywhere back on the
Piave, and the retreat had ended. It had been con-
ducted wholly by Italian troops, and the credit was
Italy's alone. But the first news of the break at
Caporetto had brought her Allies to her aid. On
26th October the French and British Governments
agreed to reinforce Italy each with five divisions
from the Western Front. In the first days of Novem-
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